Pocahontas District Mine Listing

February 14, 2005

By Austin Yoder and Andy Jennings

This is a list of every mine on the Pocahontas District route. Hopefully this will aid to activity creators and others who are interested in what the route contains. All the information was gathered from various sources. Keeping track of the 46 mines on the line is mind boggling. Some mines have been abandon, or changed names over a period of time. For some for the mines it is near impossible to find information for. This is the best list put together relating to the route. Some of these mines now are abandon and no longer in use. A few abandon mines where put in the route for prosperity and for those who wish to run the line at a different era before they were shut down.

Some of the larger mines use there own switchers. These are typically older units; F7’s, RS1’s, RS11’s, GP9’s, and GP30’s. NS regularly runs mine trains, these are designated by “U” and then a number. A typical run would consist of a empty coal train leaving Williamson and heading up one of the many branch lines to a mine. Swapping out the empties with loads, and then returning.  Cabooses are used on these runs, as the mine runs sometimes require back-up moves. The power on these runs vary with the branch line it will be ran on, as some of the branch lines do have a considerable amount of grade. On the Pocahontas District, mine runs are everywhere, sometimes up to 30+ mines runs a day.

Abbreviations:

FL: Flood Loader

TP: Tipple

TL: Truck Loader

	Mine Name
	Location
	Loading Capability

(Empties/Loads)
	Notes


Pocahontas Mainline:

	Litwar Coal Mine
	Hull, WV
	50/60 FL
	

	Virginia Crews Coal Mine #1
	Iaeger, WV
	65/50 TP
	

	Virginia Crews Coal Mine #2
	Pauley, WV
	N/A TP
	Abandon. Tracks are now used for MOW storage.

	Cannelton Coal Mine
	Maitland, WV
	50/60 TP
	

	Second Sterling Mine, Truck Loader
	Keystone, WV (Keystone Yard)
	N/A TL
	

	Second Sterling Mine #1
	Keystone, WV
	150/150 FL
	Large Operation with adjacent yard.


Alma Branch:

	Rawl Sales & Processing Mine
	Sprouse Creek, WV
	200/200 FL
	Large Operating mine, uses it’s own units for switching, as well as a small yard.


Mate Creek Branch:

	Mate Creek Energy Mine #1
	Matewan, WV
	N/A TP
	

	Mate Creek Energy Mine #2
	Mabley, WV
	120/120 TP
	


Thacker Branch:

	Mingo Coal and Coke Mine
	Colonel, WV
	N/A TP
	Abandon as well as the Branch


Lick Fork Branch/Spur:

	Little Boyd Coal Company
	Old Ben, WV
	21/21 TP
	


Delorme Branch:

	Central Appalachia Mining #1
	Point Rock, KY
	43/42 TP
	

	Central Appalachia Mining #2
	Phelps, KY
	30/30 TP
	

	Coal Ventures Mine
	Thomas, KY
	50/50 FL
	

	Solomons Mining Company Mine #1


	Jamboree, KY (Jamboree Spur)
	N/A FL
	

	Solomons Mining Company Mine #2


	Chisholm, KY (Jamboree Spur)
	110/110 FL
	


Cedar Branch:

	McCoy Elkhorn Coal Mine
	Majestic, KY
	N/A
	


Buchanan Branch:

	Virginia Energy Mine
	Ward, VA (Upper Elk Creek Branch)
	35/40 TP
	

	Clintwood Elkhorn Mine
	Justice, VA
	90/90 FL
	

	Clintwood Elkhorn Mine Truck Loader
	Justice, VA
	45/45 TL
	

	Lynn Camp Mine Truck Loader
	Thomas, VA
	N/A TL
	Abandon

	Rapoca Energy Coal Mine #1
	Weller, VA
	90/90 TP
	

	Rapoca Energy Coal Mine #2
	Stric, VA (Levisa Branch)
	150/150 TP


	Large Operation

	Rapoca Energy Coal Mine #3
	Stric, VA (Levisa Branch)
	90/90 FL


	


Briar MT (Glen Alum) Branch:

	Min Coal Mine
	Light, WV
	80/80 FL
	


Gilbert Branch:

	Mingo Logan Coal Mine
	Timbar, WV (Ben Creek Spur)
	130/130 FL
	

	Hampden Coal Mine #1
	Scaggs, WV
	120/120 FL
	

	Hampden Coal Mine #2
	Slabtown, WV (CSXT Trackage)
	N/A TP
	CSXT operated Mine


Dry Fork Branch:

	Unknown Mine
	Iaeger, WV

(Auville Yard)
	N/A
	Abandon

	Virginia Crews Coal Mine #3
	Carlos, WV
	65/50 TP
	

	Falcon Industries Mine
	Atwell, WV
	N/A TP
	

	Baystar Coal Mine #1
	Newhall, WV (Jacobs Fork Branch)
	55/55 TP
	

	Baystar Coal Mine #2
	Bishop, WV (Jacobs Fork Branch)
	20/20 TP
	

	Red Hawk Mining (Concept Mining)
	Berwind, WV
	50/50 FL
	

	Consolidation Coal Mine
	Amonate, VA
	120/115 TP
	


Tug Fork Branch:

	U.S. Steel Mine #1
	Gary, WV
	250/250 TP
	Was at once the largest operating tipple in the eastern United States. Closed in the early 1980’s and torn down in the early 1990’s

	U.S. Steel Mine #11
	Gary, WV
	N/A TP
	Abandon

	U.S. Steel Mine (OPR) #4
	Thorpe, WV
	N/A TP
	

	U.S. Steel Mine #4
	Thorpe, WV
	N/A TP
	

	South Fork Processing Mine
	Munson, WV (South Tug Fork Branch)
	50/50 TP
	

	Black Wolf Mining
	Elbert, WV (Black Wolf Spur)
	N/A TP
	

	Navaro Surface Mine
	Elbert, WV (Sand Lick Branch)
	47/47 TP
	

	U.S. Steel Mine #9
	Filbert, WV (Sand Lick Branch)
	N/A FL
	


Dan’s Branch:

	Second Sterling Mine #2
	Eckman, WV
	25/25 TP
	


North Fork Branch:

	Second Sterling Mine #3
	Algoma, WV
	N/A TP
	Abandon


Bluestone Branch:

	Piedmont Collieries Mine
	Widemouth, WV (Big Branch Spur)
	N/A TP
	

	Consol Mine
	Springton, WV (Widemouth Branch/Springton Spur)
	N/A TP
	


